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? This is a free publication aimed at 

architecture students in the United 
Kingdom with practical information on 

where to look for support and tips on 
how to write a successful application.

This short guide should serve as a 
prompt and is by no means extensive. 
We aim to help students struggling with 

the Cost of Living Crisis.

August 2022
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Please make sure you have contacted 
Student Loans Company and you are 
aware of what fee loan and support you 
can receive, BEFORE the beginning of your 
course. Make sure you have confirmation 
in writing or records of your calls in order to 
be able to prove this. Often, architecture 
courses in their masters (Part II), part-time 
or any other specific situation (second 
degree, etc.) fall through the cracks due 
to the complicated nature of the course 
and your funding might be withdrawn 
part time through. Be careful not to take 
more than three years out between Part I 
and Part II as this may make you ineligible 
for some support. Make sure you are fully 
aware of the support available for you. Part 
time courses receive a different amount of 
funding compared to the full time course. 
You can appeal decisions. The official 
websites are:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/contact-student-
finance-england   
 
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/  
 
https://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/ 
 
https://www.saas.gov.uk/ 

In any complicated case make sure to 
seek support from a wide stakeholder base 
such as your university, students union 
(NUS), local MP or the Office for Students.

If you are a Part II or you currently work, 
please do ask your current or former 
employer to fund your education if this is 
a possibility. Employers are quite happy to 
support previous employees, sometimes 
conditions may be attached (such as 
returning to work in the practice post-
graduation).
 
It is always good to have a budget before 
going to university, UCAS has a good 
calculator:  
 
https://www.ucas.com/finance/managing-
money/budget-calculator 
 
 
 
Please make sure you have approached 
your university hardship fund and all other 
funds that the university might have access 
to. Receiving maintenance grants and 
loans do not disqualify you from applying 
for university hardship support. University 
hardship funds also look only at your 
personal financial situation and not that 
of your parents. Please approach your 
university for support if you have not done 
so already. Funds should not discriminate 
based on nationality unless this is impacting 
on immigration status. Contact your Alumni 
Fund, too, as they often have support 
schemes in place. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/extra-money-pay-
university/university-and-college-hardship-
funds

This part of the guide lists existing sources and links to support available within your 
educational journey. Please make sure to double check deadlines, links and names 
of scholarships, bursaries and awards as those might be outdated at the time you are 
reading this pdf. 

BEFORE YOU GO TO UNIVERSITY

AT YOUR UNIVERSITY

https://www.gov.uk/contact-student-finance-england
https://www.gov.uk/contact-student-finance-england
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/
https://www.studentfinanceni.co.uk/

https://www.saas.gov.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/finance/managing-money/budget-calculator
https://www.ucas.com/finance/managing-money/budget-calculator
https://www.gov.uk/extra-money-pay-university/university-and-college-hardship-funds
https://www.gov.uk/extra-money-pay-university/university-and-college-hardship-funds
https://www.gov.uk/extra-money-pay-university/university-and-college-hardship-funds
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Contact your Student Union to explore 
what support exists there. You can find your 
relevant student union on the National 
Union of Students website: 
https://www.nus.org.uk/ 
You can also find relevant resources on the 
NUS website. 
 
If you are struggling with large-scale 
models and securing the costs for the 
materials, try and negotiate with your 
department on the submission criteria, 
it might be the case that a low-cost 
alternative is available. Alternatively, 
seek recycled materials or sponsorship 
from specifiers, sometimes approaching 
product manufacturers directly can pay 
off. Frequently, your local chapter or region 
of the RIBA will have good relationships 
with those, so get in touch. You can find 
manufacturers and specifiers on the 
NBS Source: https://source.thenbs.com/  
Additionally, there is a Scrapstore network 
across the UK, scrapstores provide materials 
at a cheap price: https://www.reusefuluk.
org/index.php?option=com_ 
 
Printing can also be a major cost,  
This can usually be managed by the 
university providing students with initial 
printing credit. Perhaps ask for this through 
your course representatives, if enough 
people ask the more likely that this issue will 
be considered. Usually university plotters 
and printers are lower cost then printing 
in a store however they may also provide 
a discount or if you print in bulk you can 
negotiate for your whole class in exhibition 
periods etc. 

If you are struggling to fund a field trip, 
please negotiate with your department. 
There should be some support, or the 
university course should be able to provide 
you with a low-cost alternative to the field 
trip. No field trip should be mandatory in 
the UK, the RIBA does not stipulate such a 
requirement. Whereas any travel is always 
beneficial, this should not push you into 
hardship. 

Part-time work can be a way of 
supplementing your income and you can 
work alongside your studies within reason. 
Check if you are able to work while you 
study, there are usually restrictions for visa 
holders. There are many local job shops, 
university jobs and other work available. 
Useful websites to explore is https://www.
peopleperhour.com/ and https://www.
fiverr.com/ for tasks which can be done 
remotely and part-time and which often 
suit design skills. Universities often hire 
students as ambassadors or other work, 
seek support internally. Please make sure 
to check the tax requirements for self-
employed and PAYG Tax codes as they 
can add up and cause you financial 
pressure around the tax return date of 
1st April. You can have an income under 
£1000 a year before you have to register 
for self-employed status. You can also 
register retrospectively, as long as it is within 
the tax year of when you started trading. 
 
Freelancing is also an option to consider, 
reach out to local firms and inform them 
of the skills you can provide. There are also 
several websites which provide freelance 
opportunities such as https://www.upwork.
com/.  
 
If you are entrepreneurial and have a 
wide support network or social media 
following, crowdfunding projects is a good 
way to seek support for specific projects 
and endeavours. If you are looking for 
support for specific projects websites such 
as: https://www.gofundme.com/ provide 
a platform. This should be the case for 
specific projects for which you are short of 
funds, such as dissertation research, field 
trips or other projects, this will not be a case 
of funding your core costs such as fees, 
maintenance and travel.  
 
You can also explore alternative ways of 
making money, such as Everpress: https://
everpress.com/  by using your designs 
to sell merchandise online and develop 
a creative outlet. Many similar websites 
exist selling not just garments, but also 
prints, furniture, etc. or adobe to create 
illustrations. 

https://www.nus.org.uk/ 
https://source.thenbs.com/
https://www.reusefuluk.org/index.php?option=com_
https://www.reusefuluk.org/index.php?option=com_
https://www.peopleperhour.com/
https://www.peopleperhour.com/
https://www.fiverr.com/
https://www.fiverr.com/
https://www.upwork.com/
https://www.upwork.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/
https://everpress.com/
https://everpress.com/
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Modelling or being an extra in films are 
also often easy ways to make some quick 
cash, some tips from British Fashion Model 
Agents Association: https://bfma.fashion/
avoiding-frauds-and-scams/   

You can also look at alternative ways of 
making money if you can’t make a full-
time job. Sign up for work as a tutor: https://
www.qca.org.uk/top-online-tutoring-
platforms-uk.html , pet-sitter: https://
uk.holidog.com/pet-sitter/top-6-pet-sitting-
communities. 

Read the RIBA advice on Funding: https://
www.architecture.com/education-cpd-
and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-
on-funding-your-architectural-studies 

The Architects Registration Board (ARB) 
also has useful links for supporting students: 
https://students.arb.org.uk/support-for-
students/ 

Apply to our other RIBA scholarships and 
Support fund. Visit the website; 
https://www.architecture.com/education-
cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/
advice-on-funding-your-architectural-
studies/funding-opportunities-for-students-
of-architecture 

Try and contact your local RIBA Chapter 
and Region to seek the support or part-time 
work from local architects: https://www.
architecture.com/my-local-riba  

Connect with your peers through the 
RIBA Future Architects locally to seek 
opportunities and support. https://www.
architecture.com/education-cpd-and-
careers/future-architects 

The RIBA Journal runs awards schemes such 
as RIBA Rising Stars: https://www.ribaj.com/
risingstars 

The Architects Journal runs a Student Prize: 
https://studentprize.architectsjournal.
co.uk/ajstudentprize/en/page/home 

If you have one year of work experience 
working in architecture practice in the 
UK, please contact Architects Benevolent 
Society as they might be able to help 
you. Support is open for everyone who 
experiences poverty and is tailored to 
individual needs:  
http://www.absnet.org.uk/   

There is also a dedicated ABS Student 
Support Fund: https://www.absnet.org.uk/
studentfund/

The Worshipful Company of Architects 
has awards and is worth contacting 
for architectural support: https://
architectscompany.org/education/ 

The Society for Protection of Ancient 
Building (SPAB) runs a fellowship and 
scholarship programme: https://www.spab.
org.uk/learning/scholarship 

ADAM Architecture run an annual travel 
award: https://adamarchitecture.com/
academic/ 

3DReid run an architecture student 
prize competition: https://www.3dreid.
com/3dreid-student-prize-2022-launches/ 

Saint- Gobain run an international 
architecture contest with monetary prize: 
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-
gobain.com/ 

The MiG Prize (The Michel Gelrubin 
Architecture Prize) is an international award 
programme: https://migprize.com/  

The British School in Rome runs awards and 
travel grant schemes: https://bsr.ac.uk/
awards-residencies-architecture/ 

The AIA UK Chapter awards the Noel Hill 
Award: http://www.aiauk.org/student-
events/noel-hill-award 

The Architecture Foundation runs 
awards schemes: https://www.
architecturefoundation.org.uk/ 

OUTSIDE YOUR UNIVERSITY

https://bfma.fashion/avoiding-frauds-and-scams/  

https://bfma.fashion/avoiding-frauds-and-scams/  

https://www.qca.org.uk/top-online-tutoring-platforms-uk.html
https://www.qca.org.uk/top-online-tutoring-platforms-uk.html
https://www.qca.org.uk/top-online-tutoring-platforms-uk.html
https://uk.holidog.com/pet-sitter/top-6-pet-sitting-communities
https://uk.holidog.com/pet-sitter/top-6-pet-sitting-communities
https://uk.holidog.com/pet-sitter/top-6-pet-sitting-communities
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies 
https://students.arb.org.uk/support-for-students/
https://students.arb.org.uk/support-for-students/
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies/funding-opportunities-for-students-of-architecture 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies/funding-opportunities-for-students-of-architecture 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies/funding-opportunities-for-students-of-architecture 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies/funding-opportunities-for-students-of-architecture 
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/studying-architecture/advice-on-funding-your-architectural-studies/funding-opportunities-for-students-of-architecture 
https://www.architecture.com/my-local-riba
https://www.architecture.com/my-local-riba
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/future-architects
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/future-architects
https://www.architecture.com/education-cpd-and-careers/future-architects
https://www.ribaj.com/risingstars 
https://www.ribaj.com/risingstars 
https://studentprize.architectsjournal.co.uk/ajstudentprize/en/page/home 
http://www.absnet.org.uk/
https://www.absnet.org.uk/studentfund/
https://www.absnet.org.uk/studentfund/
https://architectscompany.org/education/ 
https://architectscompany.org/education/ 
https://www.spab.org.uk/learning/scholarship
https://www.spab.org.uk/learning/scholarship
https://adamarchitecture.com/academic/
https://adamarchitecture.com/academic/
https://www.3dreid.com/3dreid-student-prize-2022-launches/
https://www.3dreid.com/3dreid-student-prize-2022-launches/
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/ 
https://architecture-student-contest.saint-gobain.com/ 
https://migprize.com/
https://bsr.ac.uk/awards-residencies-architecture/
https://bsr.ac.uk/awards-residencies-architecture/
http://www.aiauk.org/student-events/noel-hill-award 
http://www.aiauk.org/student-events/noel-hill-award 
https://www.architecturefoundation.org.uk/ 
https://www.architecturefoundation.org.uk/ 
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Houzz have made scholarships of £2000 
available: https://www.houzz.co.uk/
scholarships 

If you are in Scotland the RIAS Awards are 
available to you: https://www.rias.org.uk/
for-students/student-awards 

If from or living in Wales, the National 
Eisteddfod Architecture Scholarship can 
support your studies:   https://eisteddfod.
wales/architecture-scholarship 

ArchDaily maintains a list with Architecture 
competitions for students, some of which 
might have monetary prizes: https://www.
archdaily.com/search/competitions/
subtype/student 

Charities and government grants are 
available and often small charities will 
support you if you fall within their merit, 
even without a scheme announced. Do 
approach any charities in your locality such 
as the local Rotary Clubs of other similar 
organisations. Proactively write letters 
to Guilds, Organisations or Charities for 
funding e.g. London Guilds, Masons. Think 
of your funding as a portfolio of sources.

The Jonathan Speirs Scholarship Fund is a 
UK registered charity that provides support 
to students of architecture who wish to 
enter the architectural lighting design 
profession. Each year JSSF undertakes 
to provide one student of architecture 
with an award of £10,000 through 
recommendation of the Programme 
Directors: https://jssf.org.uk/about/ 

Blueprint for All is a built environment 
focused charity: https://www.
blueprintforall.org/ 

Stephen Lawrence Day Foundation 
supports marginalised young people:  
https://stephenlawrenceday.org/ 
The London Neighbourhood Trust 
Scholarship directly tackles the 
architecture profession’s lack of diversity 
by awarding architecture scholarships 
to disadvantaged young people from 
London’s neighbourhoods, providing the 

financial means and support for these 
aspiring architects to successfully perform 
on a level playing field with their peers: 
https://www.neighbourhoodscholarship.
london/ 

Websites with alternative lists of support are 
listed below. Many charities have specific 
requirements on who they fund, so make 
sure to read carefully. 
 
Prince’s Trust
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-
young-people/who-else/employment/
grants-funding  
 
The Student Room
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/
Funding_Postgraduate_Study - Guide to 
funding 
 
List of charities.
https://grants-search.turn2us.org.uk/  
 
List of scholarship schemes across the UK. 
http://www.scholarship-search.org.uk/  
 
List of alternative funding, requires 
registration. One of the best sources on 
charities and how to apply for funding!
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/  
 
Lists specific awards across different 
countries.
https://www.bestarchitecturemasters.com/
scholarships-for-architecture/  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
postgraduate-study/funding-postgraduate-
study/scholarships-and-bursaries

https://fundsonline.org.uk 

https://www.savethestudent.org/
student-finance/student-grants-bursaries-
scholarships.html 

The Architecture Foundation has an 
extensive list of scholarships both only for 
AA students but also non-AA funding: 
https://www.aaschool.ac.uk/admissions/
feesandfinancialassistance 

https://www.houzz.co.uk/scholarships
https://www.houzz.co.uk/scholarships
https://www.rias.org.uk/for-students/student-awards
https://www.rias.org.uk/for-students/student-awards
https://eisteddfod.wales/architecture-scholarship 
https://eisteddfod.wales/architecture-scholarship 
https://www.archdaily.com/search/competitions/subtype/student 
https://www.archdaily.com/search/competitions/subtype/student 
https://www.archdaily.com/search/competitions/subtype/student 
https://jssf.org.uk/about/
https://www.blueprintforall.org/
https://www.blueprintforall.org/
https://stephenlawrenceday.org/
https://www.neighbourhoodscholarship.london/
https://www.neighbourhoodscholarship.london/
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/who-else/employment/grants-funding
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/who-else/employment/grants-funding
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/who-else/employment/grants-funding
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Funding_Postgraduate_Study - Guide to funding
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Funding_Postgraduate_Study - Guide to funding
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Funding_Postgraduate_Study - Guide to funding
https://grants-search.turn2us.org.uk/
http://www.scholarship-search.org.uk/
https://www.postgraduate-funding.com/
https://www.bestarchitecturemasters.com/scholarships-for-architecture/
https://www.bestarchitecturemasters.com/scholarships-for-architecture/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-study/funding-postgraduate-study/scholarships-and-bursaries
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-study/funding-postgraduate-study/scholarships-and-bursaries
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-study/funding-postgraduate-study/scholarships-and-bursaries
https://fundsonline.org.uk
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance/student-grants-bursaries-scholarships.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance/student-grants-bursaries-scholarships.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-finance/student-grants-bursaries-scholarships.html
https://www.aaschool.ac.uk/admissions/feesandfinancialassistance 
https://www.aaschool.ac.uk/admissions/feesandfinancialassistance 
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The Society for Promoting the Training 
of Women which offers loans to women 
training for professional, commercial or 
technical work – so architecture would 
come under that category.
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/
financial-support/trusts/female-students/
society-training-women 

If you are an international student, look 
to your national government. Sometimes 
there are scholarships and grants available 
for students from certain nationalities 
regardless of place of study.

If you are an international student, 
oftentimes your home country’s 
architectural professional body will have 
some support schemes or awards open to 
all citizens, regardless of location.

You can find your relevant institute on the 
International Union of Architects website:  
https://www.uia-architectes.org/en/about/
member-sections/ on the Commonwealth 
Association of Architects website: https://
www.comarchitect.org/members/ or the 
Architect’s Council of Europe: https://www.
ace-cae.eu/about-us/ace-members/ 
Some of those bodies run their own awards 
and support schemes.

The UK Council for International Student 
Affairs promotes and protects the needs 
of international students in the UK, they 
offer advice and funding possibilities for 
overseas students: https://www.ukcisa.org.
uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-
the-UK/How-much-will-it-cost-to-study-in-
the-UK 

The British Council website lists a selection 
of scholarships and bursaries, searchable 
by subject or institution: https://study-uk.
britishcouncil.org/scholarships 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/financial-support/trusts/female-students/society-training-women
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/financial-support/trusts/female-students/society-training-women
https://www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding/financial-support/trusts/female-students/society-training-women
https://www.uia-architectes.org/en/about/member-sections/
https://www.uia-architectes.org/en/about/member-sections/
https://www.comarchitect.org/members/
https://www.comarchitect.org/members/
https://www.ace-cae.eu/about-us/ace-members/
https://www.ace-cae.eu/about-us/ace-members/
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/How-much-will-it-cost-to-study-in-the-UK 
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/How-much-will-it-cost-to-study-in-the-UK 
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/How-much-will-it-cost-to-study-in-the-UK 
https://www.ukcisa.org.uk/Information--Advice/Studying--living-in-the-UK/How-much-will-it-cost-to-study-in-the-UK 
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/scholarships 
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/scholarships 
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Read carefully the application questions 
and answer those! Do not leave a question 
or an aspect of a question unanswered. 
You can add additional information, but if 
you fail to answer the questions asked your 
application will be weaker. 

Avoid using cliches. We often see personal 
statements for hardship that discuss 
Vitruvius in detail, yet fail to mention why 
the applicant needs the money! Tell us, 
even if it embarrassing. 

When writing up applications, make sure 
you are extensive. Use the allocated 
word count and make sure that you add 
all details that are key for the reader to 
understand your idea or situation.

Signpost the information, don’t overwhelm 
the reader. A good technique is to 
summarise every paragraph’s points in 
the opening statement. Then provide all 
the information and details necessary 
to explain the point. The reality is that 
sometimes your application will only be 
skimmed first before it is shortlisted for 
further reading.

If you have found a suitable application for a prize, grant or scholarship, below are some 
of the advice collated from our contributors, all of whom have experience in securing 
scholarships and grants or being on the judging panels.

There are key questions that you need to have answers to, in order to write a good ap-
plication. Is it a hardship or a merit based funding scheme? Is it a written word or port-
folio based application? Is it an annual scheme or a one-off? Is it a competition or an 
original work prize scheme? How much time will it take to assemble all of the information 
required? Does the brief define specific inclusion or exclusion criteria - are you eligible? 
Does the application require references, how many and what is the process to obtain 
those? Who is funding the scheme, what are their key objectives and priorities?

There are different types of funding, be mindful of the type you are applying to. Bursaries 
and scholarships generally incorporate some elements of merit and hardship; support 
funds and grants generally tend to focus primarily on hardship; competitions, prizes and 
awards tend to denote a majority merit based selection process. Below are some tips 
which are not organised in a particular order but can help you double-check you have 
not missed something. 

Good advice is available, look at advice for writing funding bids. Think of yourself as an 
organisation, why should anyone fund you?
https://www.charitycomms.org.uk/ten-top-tips-for-writing-successful-funding-bids

https://fundraising.co.uk/2010/04/20/top-ten-tips-writing-funding-bids/

If a question in an application is not 
relevant to you, please say so and explain 
why, don’t leave blanks. E.g. if there is a 
question about family finances but you are 
independent. 

Use the open text to explain any 
irregularities in your application

Demonstrate your need for the funding. 
When explaining what the need is, 
remember the reader is not aware of your 
life in any way, so any relevant details need 
to be added. Otherwise your argument 
might appear incomplete or weak. 

Make sure to add any costs, finances and 
numbers. You have to have really worked 
out the expenses and done the maths 
( it’s better to put estimates then to put 
nothing at all). Not sharing information 
which is relevant to help the judges decide 
e.g. student finance etc. makes your 
application weaker not stronger. It can 
suggest you are not serious or are unaware 
of your financing. If  you don’t include any 
financial information, please state why and 
reason for this. 

https://www.charitycomms.org.uk/ten-top-tips-for-writing-successful-funding-bids
https://fundraising.co.uk/2010/04/20/top-ten-tips-writing-funding-bids/
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It’s better to be honest about your 
situation as it makes the application more 
believable. Especially in cases of severe 
hardship this might be uncomfortable, but 
if you do not express the magnitude of the 
need then the judges might pass you over 
for someone who has. On the opposite 
hand, if the application is a merit based 
one and has no hardship element, do not 
go overboard explaining your personal 
situation. 

Don’t apply for a scholarship if you need 
3 to 4 times the amount of the funding 
without demonstrating a clear strategy for 
covering the extra costs.  If you don’t have 
a game plan, make sure to match your 
need more realistically on the application 
form. Unrealistic applications are difficult 
to fund as it presents conundrum for 
the judges. Think of this financial aid 
as investing in you, therefore a realistic 
amount is more likely to get funding.

Make sure to explain parental situations 
and support systems and provide any 
information that might make your case 
stronger. 

Make sure to be practical and realistic in 
your ask. Do not add frivolous expenses 
which might make your case weaker. 
Ultimately, applicants will be compared 
to each other, so if your need is similar but 
your ask is not as significant as the other 
applicant, then you might be passed over.

Make sure you explain why you are in 
hardship or you need the money, the 
assessors want to make sure that this 
scholarship will make a tangible need. 
Don’t omit any fact even if you consider 
them embarrassing. For example issues 
like mental health, disability, family 
circumstances, bereavement, external 
factors are all relevant and should not 
be taboo to discuss. Include how you will 
use the money on what and how that will 
improve or ease your situation, explain 
what the money will be used for in detail. 
For example, if you are in a dire situation 
with concerns over housing, food or mental 
health it is better to mention the reality of 

the situation and how the financial remit 
can help overcome these specific issues. 
Also please bear in mind that student 
finance has extra funding available for 
change of circumstances or see funds 
like RIBA hardship fund for more detail. 
Also be aware the university can provide 
advice on bereavement, mental health, 
finance and even things such as applying 
for external factors if the issue is impacting 
your studies. 

When creating a portfolio make sure to 
edit down and create a narrative that 
backs up your own application. If the 
application asks for a portfolio it means it 
will be judged, so make sure you submit 
a coherent organised piece of work. 
Sometimes less is more, you don’t need 
to put all your work on the page, yet you 
need to demonstrate diversity of ideas or 
media. Portfolio can also be an opportunity 
to explain a certain interest and to 
demonstrate your potential (if the funding 
looks at that). 

Remember the applications are usually 
anonymous and follow privacy laws, so 
anything discussed is usually treated with 
utmost privacy.

Don’t just go on about your architecture 
project in detail or your love for 
architecture if those are not relevant. 
Only make sure you are explaining and 
answering all the questions needed too. 
This goes for all types of funding, make 
sure that you focus on the aspects that are 
relevant for the fund and not just generic.

Break your writing into paragraphs and 
make sure each issue is discussed. One 
giant paragraph about your interest is not 
as helpful as small paragraphs that discuss 
your need, ambition, financial need or 
support.
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If you are doing something about your 
financial remit, mention it, this often shows 
initiative that the candidate is doing 
something themselves too. Demonstrate 
that you are a trustworthy candidate for 
financial help. Judges like to know that the 
money will be used well and contribute to 
furthering the aims of the funding scheme. 

Academic success or past achievements 
are important. If you did well in the studio, 
your work was nominated for a prize, etc. 
mention this in your application as it shows 
potential. Judges want to know that the 
investment will be worthwhile. 

If you mentioned a piece of work in your 
application make sure you include it in your 
portfolio if asked to provide one.

Make sure you understand the scope and 
need of the scholarship you are applying 
to. Do not recycle past writings without first 
altering the focus. Make sure that there is a 
coherent narrative. 

Get a good reference that backs up your 
points, nothing stops you from adding 
some pointers in the email to your mentor 
when you request the reference. Make 
sure the reference also discusses your 
character not just the work you have done, 
this is important to assure assessors of your 
qualities relevant for the funding.

A generic reference can do more damage 
than a short but personal one. Make sure 
you only ask people who will be happy to 
personalise the reference. 

Don’t include images of yourself if the work 
is anonymous

Be professional. This means making sure 
that writing style is coherent, you are 
prompt and extensive, you have formatted 
files as requested and have explained any 
omissions. 

Check your grammar, spelling and 
coherent read or flow of the writing. Again 
this is not essential but it eliminates doubt. 
When applying for scholarships please be 

exhaustive within the word count allowed 
and please be extensive in your supporting 
documentation provision. 

Breaking down the financial need cost by 
cost is always a good tip as funding bodies 
might be able to fund some parts, if they 
can’t fund the full amount. It also might 
help the judges to recommend you to 
other schemes. 

If the application asks for additional 
documents such as bank statements, past 
work, etc. make sure you have those. If 
you cannot secure any of those make sure 
to explain why. If you are applying for a 
hardship fund but you have savings etc. 
make sure to explain why you cannot use 
them. 

If you are part of any extra-curricular 
activities add those, especially in merit-
based applications. For example, do not 
omit the fact that you train three days 
a week as an athlete even if this is not 
related to architecture, this shows skills and 
character as much as a good portfolio.

If you state a claim, back it up! Do not 
leave any claim empty, this will make your 
application weak. 
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Mental health support is available for all 
degrees here: http://absnet.org.uk/need-
help/how-we-help/mental-health-support . 

Please contact your local NHS and 
your University’s services as well if you 
are experiencing mental health issues, 
however, if they are slow to respond the 
ABS can provide support. Other mental 
health support is provided from charities 
such as Student Minds https://www.
studentminds.org.uk/ and Mind UK: https://
www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
tips-for-everyday-living/student-life/#.
XLdcb6R7lPY 

There might be local charities which 
provide Mental Health support if your 
university services are oversubscribed, You 
can find those:
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/mental-
health-services/how-to-find-local-mental-
health-services/ 

If you are struggling to cover medical costs 
you can apply to NHS support for medical 
costs including dentists: https://www.nhs.
uk/nhs-services/help-with-health-costs/   
 
Contact your local NHS if you do not live 
in England. There is more guidance on: 
https://www.gov.uk/help-nhs-costs  and 
on: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
health/help-with-health-costs/help-with-
health-costs/ 

This section looks at broader issues that might push a student into hardship. 
 
If you are experiencing issues to do with public services, bank fraud, illegal charges, re-
quiring legal representation, or any other civil issue that might have pushed you into hard-
ship it is worth contacting the Citizen’s Advice Bureau: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/ 
 
You can also explore the Mutual Aid groups in your locality: https://www.mutual-aid.
co.uk/ 

Often-times hardship can occur due 
to the death of a family member or a 
sponsor. Please be sure to investigate what 
funeral costs support you can receive, 
if you cannot afford the funeral there 
will be a Public Health Funeral service 
provided by your Local Council, there are 
guidance notes on here: https://www.gov.
uk/funeral-payments and https://www.
moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/
help-paying-for-a-funeral 

If you need bereavement support there will 
be a service in your university or refer to the 
Mental health section: https://www.nhs.
uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/
coping-with-bereavement/ There might 
be some support available for the partner 
of the diseased: https://www.gov.uk/
bereavement-support-payment 

Sexual Health services in your city and 
university usually provide free service and 
free contraceptives and lube which can 
reduce costs.

Snowdon Scholarship - for Disabled 
Students
https://www.snowdontrust.org/scholarships 

Disabled Students Allowance (DSA) DSAs 
are grants provided by the Government 
to help pay the extra essential costs you 
may have while studying as a direct 
result of your condition. Funding can be 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

http://absnet.org.uk/need-help/how-we-help/mental-health-support
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https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/help-with-health-costs/
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/help-with-health-costs/
https://www.gov.uk/help-nhs-costs
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/health/help-with-health-costs/help-with-health-costs/ 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/health/help-with-health-costs/help-with-health-costs/ 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/health/help-with-health-costs/help-with-health-costs/ 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/ 
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https://www.mutual-aid.co.uk/ 
https://www.mutual-aid.co.uk/ 
https://www.gov.uk/funeral-payments
https://www.gov.uk/funeral-payments
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/help-paying-for-a-funeral
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/help-paying-for-a-funeral
https://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/en/articles/help-paying-for-a-funeral
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/coping-with-bereavement/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/coping-with-bereavement/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/coping-with-bereavement/
https://www.gov.uk/bereavement-support-payment 
https://www.gov.uk/bereavement-support-payment 
https://www.snowdontrust.org/scholarships
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provided towards equipment, non-medical 
help, travel and more. It is advised to try 
and have an assessment before starting 
your course, but it can be done anytime, 
especially if recently diagnosed.
https://www.accessforstudents.co.uk/?gcli
d=Cj0KCQjwxveXBhDDARIsAI0Q0x2kbNSwj
MAMm5GiClgOpSdCPLPWXMPPdgErmTee
5Pjd6XWAOXP-zgIaAl3YEALw_wcB

Personal Independence Payment (PIP) can 
help with extra living costs if you have both:
a long-term physical or mental health 
condition or disability difficulty doing 
certain everyday tasks or getting around 
because of your condition. You can get PIP 
even if you’re working, have savings or are 
getting most other benefits.
https://www.gov.uk/pip

Access to Work can help you get or stay 
in work if you have a physical or mental 
health condition or disability. The support 
you get will depend on your needs. 
Through Access to Work, you can apply for:
a grant to help pay for practical support 
with your work support with managing your 
mental health at work money to pay for 
communication support at job interviews
https://www.gov.uk/access-to-work 

UK Universities and Disabled Student/ 
Graduate Contacts
https://www.lifeofpippa.co.uk/2020/04/21/
connections-and-contacts-for-disabled-
students-choosing-a-university/

Lots of links in Scope website
https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-
support/university-funding-disabled-
students/ 
 
Chronically Academic is a network of 
academics with disabilities and illnesses.
https://www.facebook.com/
Chronicallyacademic/ 

NUS Disabled Students Campaign works 
to ‘remove the stigma from all disabilities, 
challenge perceptions and encourage 
all members of society to take a positive 
attitude towards understanding the nature 
of disability and overcoming prejudices’.

https://www.nus.org.uk/en/who-we-are/
how-we-work/disabled-students/ 

UCAS Advice And Support For Disabled 
Students is a useful resource compiling 
information on support and funding for 
students with long-term conditions.
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/
applying-university/individual-needs/
disabled-students 

Disabled Students Helpline is there for those 
studying or wishing to join higher education 
programmes.
https://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-
we-can-help/helplines/disabled-students-
helpline 

AccessAble offer access guides for 
various UK universities, curated by disabled 
consultants.
https://www.accessable.co.uk/
searches?query=universities&location_
query=&commit=Search 

University And Chronic Illness: A Survival 
Guide: your one-stop resource for all things 
related to living your best student life with a 
chronic illness.
https://www.lifeofpippa.co.uk/product/
university-and-chronic-illness-a-survival-
guide-by-pippa-stacey 

RAiISE is an organisation inspired by the 
negative experiences that young people 
face while studying and living with invisible 
illnesses.
https://raiise.co.uk

The Student Health Association runs the 
Student Enablement Fund that supports 
disabled students to stay in higher 
education.
https://www.studenthealthassociation.
co.uk/bursaries/

https://www.accessforstudents.co.uk/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwxveXBhDDARIsAI0Q0x2kbNSwjMAMm5GiClgOpSdCPLPWXMPPdgErmTee5Pjd6XWAOXP-zgIaAl3YEALw_wcB
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https://www.accessforstudents.co.uk/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwxveXBhDDARIsAI0Q0x2kbNSwjMAMm5GiClgOpSdCPLPWXMPPdgErmTee5Pjd6XWAOXP-zgIaAl3YEALw_wcB
https://www.accessforstudents.co.uk/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwxveXBhDDARIsAI0Q0x2kbNSwjMAMm5GiClgOpSdCPLPWXMPPdgErmTee5Pjd6XWAOXP-zgIaAl3YEALw_wcB
https://www.gov.uk/pip
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https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/university-funding-disabled-students/
https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/university-funding-disabled-students/
https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/university-funding-disabled-students/
https://www.facebook.com/Chronicallyacademic/
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https://www.nus.org.uk/en/who-we-are/how-we-work/disabled-students/
https://www.nus.org.uk/en/who-we-are/how-we-work/disabled-students/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/disabled-students
https://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-help/helplines/disabled-students-helpline
https://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-help/helplines/disabled-students-helpline
https://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-help/helplines/disabled-students-helpline
https://www.accessable.co.uk/searches?query=universities&location_query=&commit=Search

https://www.accessable.co.uk/searches?query=universities&location_query=&commit=Search

https://www.accessable.co.uk/searches?query=universities&location_query=&commit=Search

https://www.lifeofpippa.co.uk/product/university-and-chronic-illness-a-survival-guide-by-pippa-stacey

https://www.lifeofpippa.co.uk/product/university-and-chronic-illness-a-survival-guide-by-pippa-stacey
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https://www.studenthealthassociation.co.uk/bursaries/
https://www.studenthealthassociation.co.uk/bursaries/
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HOUSING 
You should know your rights as a 
tenant if you are renting: https://www.
citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-a-
home/student-housing/ 

If you are experiencing issues with 
your landlord or related to your 
accommodation, contact your Local 
Council and seek support from Shelter - 
https://www.shelter.org.uk/  
 
From the 1st of June 2019 fees from estate 
agents are illegal in England. Know your 
rights: https://www.gov.uk/private-renting 

If you struggle with Energy Bills then Citizen 
Advice has support:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
consumer/energy/energy-supply/get-help-
paying-your-bills/grants-and-benefits-to-
help-you-pay-your-energy-bills/ 

Students can also be exempt from Council 
Tax but you may need to apply for the 
reduced rate:  https://www.gov.uk/
council-tax/discounts-for-full-time-students 

In the UK it is illegal for landlords to not 
protect your deposit. You can check if 
your deposit is not protected and if so you 
can make a small claim: https://www.
citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-
privately/ending-your-tenancy/getting-
your-tenancy-deposit-back/ 

If you live in a House of Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) please check if the 
house is licenced on the Council’s register. 
If your landlord has not registered the HMO 
you may be liable for rent repayment, 
depending on the amount of time you 
have lived in the house and when the 
previous license expired: https://england.
shelter.org.uk/professional_resources/
legal/housing_conditions/private_sector_
enforcement/rent_repayment_orders 

FOOD
If you are in need of essentials such 
as food, the Trussell Trust has a list of 
food banks across the UK: https://www.
trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/ 

Some places might have a dedicated 
community space offering low-cost or free 
food, such as Foodhall in Sheffield: https://
www.foodhallproject.org/ 

MONEY

If you are about to take a loan, please 
check the APR rate. A loan from a bank 
or an established institution is always 
better than a payday loan or a short-term 
loan. If your credit is bad, please turn to 
family, friends and support network first 
through loan agreements with them, 
before going to a payday loan company. 
Some APR can go as high as 95% which 
will push you further in debt: https://www.
moneysupermarket.com/loans/loans-for-
young-people/ 

If you are already in debt and struggling 
consider turning to the National Debt Line: 
https://www.nationaldebtline.org/ 

There are government backed loans 
which might be suitable for you such 
as the Advanced Learners Loan, check 
more information here: https://www.
moneysavingexpert.com/family/grants-
education/ and https://www.gov.uk/
funding-for-postgraduate-study  

If you are looking for savings you can 
subscribe to Unidays or StudentBeans 
with your university email: https://www.
myunidays.com/GB/en-GB 
https://www.studentbeans.com/uk

Turn to Us can help you look for living 
grants: https://www.turn2us.org.uk/ 

The government has additional support 
schemes for students with caring 
responsibilities, disabled students and 
other circumstances: https://www.gov.uk/
student-finance/extra-help
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https://www.nationaldebtline.org/
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There is specific support avenues  available 
if you have a child, list is  accessible on 
Money Helper: https://www.moneyhelper.
org.uk/en/benefits/benefits-if-you-have-
children/benefits-you-can-claim-if-youre-
studying-and-have-a-baby 

If you lack financial education, the Money 
Charity has useful resources to explain 
finances: https://themoneycharity.org.uk/
advice-information/everyday-money/  

If the university does not provide you with 
this, consider asking them or inform them 
of the hardship of this extra cost. Some 
universities offer software licensing already 
so just check with the IT or University staff. 

You can generally secure a student licence 
for most software required. 

Autodesk has free access: https://www.
autodesk.com/education/edu-software/
overview 

Adobe has a reduced rate of 
subscription: https://www.adobe.com/uk/
creativecloud/buy/students.html  

Rhino3D: https://www.rhino3d.com/for/
education/  

Vectorworks: https://www.vectorworks.net/
en-GB/education 

Vectorworks also runs a Design Scholarship 
programme: https://www.vectorworks.net/
scholarship 

Enscape is a free rendering software for 
students. 

Not backing up can cause serious financial 
and emotional set-backs. Use your 
universities Online Drive (Google, Mcrosoft, 
etc.) and back-up your data regularly!

SOFTWARE
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https://themoneycharity.org.uk/advice-information/everyday-money/
https://themoneycharity.org.uk/advice-information/everyday-money/
https://www.autodesk.com/education/edu-software/overview
https://www.autodesk.com/education/edu-software/overview
https://www.autodesk.com/education/edu-software/overview
https://www.autodesk.com/education/edu-software/overview
https://www.adobe.com/uk/creativecloud/buy/students.html 
https://www.adobe.com/uk/creativecloud/buy/students.html 
https://www.adobe.com/uk/creativecloud/buy/students.html 
https://www.rhino3d.com/for/education/
https://www.rhino3d.com/for/education/
https://www.vectorworks.net/en-GB/education
https://www.vectorworks.net/en-GB/education
https://www.vectorworks.net/scholarship
https://www.vectorworks.net/scholarship
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Simeon Shtebunaev  
RIBA Support Fund and 
Part I/II Bursary Judge 
 
Maryam Al-Irhaim 
RIBA Support Fund and 
Part I/II Bursary Judge

Amy Francis-Smith  
Disabled Architect & 
Access Consultant, 
received DSA 
throughout University 
(ABS Ambassador, 
RIBAJ Rising Star, Shaw 
Trust Power 100)

Dimitar Zhelev
Part II Bursary recipient 
2021


